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Dran six, 


® 1 Mentioned to you, during your mag gil. 
tracy, my intention to addreſs you on the 
ſubject of the commercial Bill. My Letter, 

: of the ſame date and tenor with that which 


you will now receive, Was prepared but 


not ſent to you. Reflecting that I had de- 
clined to debate the bende ren part of the 
Bill, till our M erchants and Mans ifacturers 


| ſhould have had an opportunity of lying 


their evidence and oblervations before th 


Houſe of Commons, I doubted SON he 


{ame reafon did not then conclude againſt 
my decla ring any opinion or entering into 
any argument. On a ſubject of grcat im 


portance and complication I withed for eve- 
ry poſſible information. The addreſs from 


the late Sheriffs and Gra nd Jury of Cork 


has ſince determined me to deliver my 


opinion; and, having been cenſured for not 
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aſſigning my reaſons, I think J ſhould no * 


longer withhold them from my Fellow-citi- 
zens, and that my Letter as originally writ- 
ten to you will fully explain my ſentiments. 
Iam an advocate for truth alone; and ſhall 
be as readily diſpoſed to acknowledge, on 
conviction, any error in my ſentiments, as 
I am firmly determined not to ſurrender 
up my reaſon to unmerited reproach. 


5 I have the honour to be, 
Dear Sir, 
your moſt faithful 
and obedient Servant, 
 Joun HeLy HUTCHTN SON. 


 RNOCKLOFTY, 
1462 OQtober, 1705. 
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Dran Six, 


. 'F HAVE ſent you printed copies of the 
Bill for effectuating the intercourſe and 
commerce between Great Britain and Ire- 
land, for the information of my conſti- 
tuents; and think it my duty to addreſs 
| them, through their chief magiſtrate, on a 
ſubject of ſuch general importance, and in 
which the merchants and traders of the 7 
city of Cork are peculiarly intereſted. My , 
object. in this Letter is not ſo much to 
influence their opinions, as to rouſe their 
attention to the different parts of this Bill; 
for the purpoſe of informing their ft 
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* 1 
ments and my « own. When I bee in ſome 
of the public prints the groſſeſt miſrepre- 


ſentations of this meaſure, and ſtatements 
of ſeveral particulars as contained in the 
Bill, which are not to be found there, but 
are contrary to the whole tenor of it; 5 
conſider thoſe attempts as tending direAly | 
40 alienate the affections of Ireland from 
Great Britain, and to diſturb that mutual 


concord, ſo eſſential to the happineſs ſtrength 


and ſecurity of theſe two ſiſter kingdoms. | 

I theſe execrable attempts to promote 9 
cord and diſunion tended only to miſre- 
preſent and calumniate individuals, 1 ſhould 
have ſuffered them to. paſs with ſilent con- 

5 tempt ; knowing that theſe ſhafts have but 
momentary effects, and that every man's 
character will finally find its own level, 
and be appreciated by his fellow citizens 


according to the tenor of his conduct. 


Tuovon the public has been allured 
| by authority, that the Bill, brought in this 
ſeſſion for a commercial arrangement be- 


tween che two Kingdoms, ſhould never be 


revived : 


(a3 


revived if not called for by the public 


voice, yet attempts are ſtill making to 


diſturb the public mind, as if this meaſure 


was to be carried through againſt the ſenſe 


of the nation. An arrangement of com- 


mercial intercourſe between Great Britain 
and Ireland is generally deſired, or our 
Houſe of Commons Was miſtaken in its 
unanimous addreſs at the cloſe of the laſt 
ſeſſion. The interval between this ſeſſion 
and the next ſhould be employed in the 
inveſtigation of this ſubject; the Bill ant 
bs diſpaſſionately and carefully read; the 
objections to it fairly ſtated; and the nds 


vantages likely to ariſe from it candidly 


_ conſidered. I preſume it will not be 


; thought inconſiſtent 8 character of 
an honeſt man for any of you to do this; 


though this is the crime objeQed to fach 


of your repreſentatives, as thought that the 


Houſe of Commons ſhould have taken the 
very ſame courſe. For the man Who aſ- 
ſerts, that thoſe, who voted for the intro- 

duction of this Bill, had by ſuch on- 
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duct declared in favour of any particular 
clauſes in it, is ignorant of the courſe of 
| parliamentary proceedings, or wiſhes to miſ- 
8 8 28 . 


Tax objeRions to this Bill were partly 


ofa conttitutional, and partly of a com- 
mercial nature. On the firſt the intro- 
duction was principally oppoſed and the 
great ground of argument for eſtabliſhing 
the ob jections on conſtitutional principles | 
was taken from thoſe parts of the Bill, 
which relate to the trade with the Britiſh 
| colonics ond ſettlements; to che four enu- 
meratcd a articles from the United States of 
America; the grant of the ſurplus of the 
hereditary re venue; and the trade to the 
; 1885 Indies. 


He this Bill ie wald have ien the 


Britiſh colony tra eon the ſame terms with 

50 Great Brit ain her f If; rum excepted, which 
we had many years ſince obtained liberty 8 
to import from the Britiſh colonies, and 


had 


444 


had imported, on lower duties ill to be 
continued. She gives her colonial produce 
a preference to ſimilar articles from other 


countries; for, having the monopoly of 
that produce, ſhe always thought it juſt 
to encourage it by ſuch a Preference, and 
expects that we, as equal partners in that 
monopoly, ſhould do the ſame. ＋ o this 
principle we have conformed ſince we ob- 
tained the trade. If we ſhould at any | 
time diſlike any of the terms, we may by 
this Bill refuſe to abide by them, and de- 


termine the agreement. "Thoſe colonies are 


Britiſh property ; ; ſhe has a right to grant 


Y them on what conditions ſhe pleaſes; ſhe 


now grants them to us in the ſame manner 
ſhe holds them herſelf, with the exception 
before-mentioned which is in our favour. 


iis theſe terms, but without any ex- 
ception, our Houſe of Commons in the 
year 1779 zratefully accepted the grant of 
this trade, in the following reſolution of : 


the 20th af December in that year: — 
a Reſolved zem, con. That a liberty for 
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« will be a moſt affectionate mark of the 
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9 this kingdom to trade with the Britiſh 


« colonies in America and the Weſt Indies, 


and the Britiſh ſettlements on the coaſt 


a of Africa, in like manner as trade fi car-. 
CC 


cc 


ried on between Great Britain and the ſaid 


cc 


colonies and ſettlements, will be produc- 


tive of very great commercial benefits, 


8 regard and attention of Great Britain to 


e oer diſtreſſes, and will give new vigour 


cc 


to the zeal of his Majeſty" s brave and 
loyal people of Ireland, to ſtand forward : 
* ſupport of his Majeſty's perſon and 


cc 


* government, and the intereſt the ho- 
00 g 


© nour and the dignity of the Britiſh em- 


* pire.” But the Pritiſh act of that ſeſſion, 


5 - ſubſequent to the reſolution laſt 


mentioned, having. required equal duties 


and drawbacks, and the ſame duties re- 


gulations and reſtrictions, only in ſuch part 
of the trade between Ireland and the 
Britiſh colonies in America the Weſt I- 
dies and Britiſh ſettlements on the coaſt 
of Africa, as was not {enjoyed by us pre- 


vious 


COP 


vious to that ſeſſion, our as of parliament 

followed this diſtinction. In the firſt of 
theſe (a) there is the following clauſe :— 
_ & Whereas ſuch part of the trade between 
e this kingdom and the Britiſh colonies 1 in 


-- 


America, the Weſt Indies, and Britiſh 
* ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, as 


«. 


. vious to the preſent ſeſſion, can be en- 


&* 7oyed and have continuance ſo long and an 


ſuchi caſe only, as the goods, to be imported 5 
from the ſaid colonies plantations or 
e ſettlements, ſhall be liable to equal du- 
(ties and drawbacks, and be ſubject to te 
« Wee ſecurities regulations and reftrifti- 

* ons, as the like goods are liable and ſub- 

ject to upon being imported from the 


* ſaid colonies plantations or ſettlements 


into Great Britain, or exported from 
" thence to ſuch colonies plantations. or 
-And this 
clauſe, copied from a Britiſh act of that 
ſeſſion, is to be found in every Iriſh act 


« ſettlements reſpectively. 


1 ) "th & 10 Geo. III. chap. 11. 


was not enjoyed by this kingdom pre- 


from 
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from the year 1780 to this time, including 


the preſent — (60%. 


TuksE terms were enjoined by the legi- 


ature of Great Britain as the condition 


of the grant, which the legiſlature of Ire- 


land has uniformly recited. and performed 
in every material article. The enjoining 
or complying with this condition was never 


thought a violation of our conſtitution; it 


was a condition annexed to the commence- 


9 ment and continuance of the commercial 


grant of the colonies; ; * is a condition, 
= which this Bill fill annexes to the ſame 


grant, and alſo to the new grant of the 


Britiſh markets. The nature of the new 


grant has made it neceſſary, that the con- 


dition ſhould be expreſſed with more clear- 


neſs and preciſion ; but its principle is in 


no reſpe varied. 'The ſame liberty of per- 


5 forming or not performing the condition 


would fill remain; becauſe the national 


(69 See 21ſt & 15 Geo. III. chap. 5. 23d & 24: th 
Geo. III. ch: p. 5. and 25th Geo. III. chap. 4. 


. Fin 
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faith 3 is not pledged by the agreement of 
1770 or the bill of 1785, to adopt any 


Britiſh law. The condition was not obli- 


| gatory to Ircland ; it is not now propoſed 
to be obligatory ; ; it did not violate the 
onſtitution from 1779 to 1785 1 5 it does . 


violate the conſtitution | now. . 


Gs one of the laws. ” this period, 


introduced by ſome of the great ſup- 


| porters of our legiſlative independency, 

and paſſed in the year 1782 ( c after the 
reſtitution of our conſtitutional rights, the 
preſent Bill in the parts that relate 8 
legiſlation is founded, but is not carried 
ſo far. A law, formed at ſuch an impor- 
tant era by men of ſuch high charaQers, 


well deſerves our moſt ſerious attention, 


when we are conſidering the propriety of 


uniformity of laws or concurrence of legi- 


lation. It recites as a fact, © that it is 
60 the earneſt and affectionate defire of 


« his Majeſty" 8 ſubjects of this kingdom, 
and lays it down as a principle, that it 


(c) 21ſt & 22d-Geo. III. chap. $8; 
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fl T0 "their true inte fell chat a Himilarlty of . 
| — laws ſhould at all times ſubſiſt between 
[ "MF the people of Great Britain and Ireland ; > 

j : and with this view it enacts, „that all 
| "66; 5. ach clauſes and proviſions, contained in 
1 . any ſtatutes theretofore made in Eng- 
FO f oy land or Great Britain concerning com- 


* merce, as import to impoſe equal „ 


e ſtraints on the ſubjes of England and 
« Treland and to entitle them to equal 
N benefits, ſhould be accepted uſed and 
8 executed | in this kingdom—provided al- 


0 ways, that all ſuch ſtatutes, ſo as aforeſaid 
concerning commerce, ſhall bind the ſub- 
jects of Ireland, 2 long as they continue 
to bind the Subjefts of Great Britain.” 

: By the latter part of this law we give to 
the Britiſh legiſlature the power of repeal- 
ing laws of Ireland, the duration of which 
is referred to chat legiſlature; and from 

this clauſe a probable intention may be 
| inferred of adopting ſuch laws, as ſhould 
| be made in Great Britain in the place 1 
the laws ſo repealed, provided the reſtraints 
and benefits were equal in reſpe& to both 
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countries. The opinion of the legiſlature 


at that time 1s expreſs, that uniformity of 
8 commercial laws would promote the inte- 
reſt of both kingdoms; and, if that advan- 
tage could not ha ve been obtained without 
injuring the independency of Ireland, that 
opinion would not have been advanced at | 


the moment of its eſtabliſhment, 


* 1h 


"COMrAnm that 40 _ the preſent bill. 


The act eſtabliſhes the Britiſh commercial 
laws, which contain equal benefits and 
e reſtraints, as laws! in Ireland, with a retro- 
ſpect of 290 years; and extends the idea 
of ſimilarity of laws between the two king- 


doms not only to ſeamen, but to com- 


merce generally. 'This Bill makes it a fun- 
damental condition of the propoſed agree- 
ment, that the ſhips and ſeamen of both 
countries ſhould, by the laws of both, be 


ſecured in the ſame privileges advantages 


and immunities; but as to commerce, re- 
: ſtrains the ſimilarity of laws to that com- 


merce only, which conſiſts of Britiſh pro- 
perty, and ariſes to Ireland from Britiſh 
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5 conceflion, or is immediately and neceſſa- 
rily a part of that ſyſtem; and even there 
binds the Britiſhlegiſlature to the rule of equal 

reſtraints and equal benefits, of which the 
Iriſh legiſlature being alſo'to judge, a con- 
currence of legiſlation would have grown 
out of this ſyſtem, in the exerciſe of which 
the ſentiments of both nations muſt have 
been conſulted, and the conſequence would 
have been an enlargement of the objects 
and power of Iriſh legiſlation, and cer tainly 
no diminution or dependency. By the ope- 
ration of this Bill, the ſubject of every law, 
propoſed for our adoption, would be diſtine- | 


* conſidered either during its progreſs, or 


ſcon after it paſſed in Great Britain; but 
by the act of 1782 the acts of near three 
centuries were adopted in one heap. If 
the Bill is unconſtitutional, the act 18 infi- 1 
nitely more ſo. But neither 1s ſubject to 
that imputation, becauſe ſimilarity of laws 


is a Juſt and conſtit utional principle, i if 


neither of the countries can be bound with- 
out the aſſent of its legiſlature. 


TE 


(29 


| Tas juftice of the rule, that Cujus eff 


dare eius eft diſponere, was never queſtion- 


ed; but Great Britain offers to relax this 
rule in favour of Ireland, and to engage | 


to give herſelf no benefit in her o n co- 


lonies that ſhe does not give to her ſiſter 
kingdom; to impoſe on her no reſtraint in 
that commerce which ſhe gives, that ſhe 
does not impoſe on herſelf; and to make 
Ireland in ſome meaſure a joint legiſlator 
with herſelf over a part of her own empire. 
It ; is and ever has been a part of the Britiſh | 
colony ſyſtem, to favour the produce and 
manufactures of her colonies againſt the 
interference of ſimilar articles from foreign 
colonies and ſtates. She expects, that, s 
long as you chooſe to enjoy the benefit ” op 
this ſyſtem, you ſhould do the ſame, and 
that theſe ſimilar articles ſhould be made 
ſubject to the ſame duties on importation 


in this kingdom as in Great Britain. To 


i this we have hitherto. conformed without g 
| objeRion or incon venience. The ſame 


princigye applies equally to the like arti- 
ticles 
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cles — from the United States of 


America; and therefore to four of theſe | 


articles, namely rum; peltry, whale- bone 

fins, and oil, of which the Britiſh colonies 
can furniſh a complete. ſupply, the ſame 
condition is annexed. That this was con- 


ſidered as a part of the colonial ſyſtem, and 
not founded on any intention to regulate 


the trade of Ireland by Britiſh law is ma- 
nifeſt from this—that motions made on this 
occaſion i in both. Houſes of the Britiſh Par- : 
liament, to regulate our trade with the 
States of America in ſome articles uncon- 

nected with the colony ſyſtem, were re- 
jected on this avowed principle, that Great 
| Britain had 1 no power to regulate any part ; 


of our foreign commerce. If by this agree- 


ment Ireland was to retain. the liberty of 
f importing from other countries produce or 
manufactures ſimilar to thoſe of the Britiſh 
| colonies, ſhe would not take the colony 
trade c on the ſame terms with Great Bri- 


Aln. | 


Ir 


9 | 


1el is true the Britiſh act of 1780 allows . 
| Ireland a ſelection; but we framed our im- 
port duties from the year 1779 purſuant 
to the reſolution of our Houſe of Commons 
in that year, and followed the Britiſh laws; 4 
and, as by the propoſed agreement we were 


to have the liberty of importing Britiſh 


colonial produce from this kingdom into 
| Great Britain, ſhe thought it neceſſary to 
annex it as a condition to this agreement, 6 
that we ſhould ſubject ſimilar articles from 
foreign countries to the ſame duties regu- 


lations and reſtrictions as in Great Britain; 


becauſe otherwiſe we might import thoſe — 
: articles, as the produce of the Britiſh colo- 
nies, into her ports with little probability 7 


of detection, and ſubvert her whole colony 


ſyſtem. 'This argument applies equally to 
the four enumerated articles from the Ame- 


can States. 


| Bur whether we adopted Britiſh colony 
laws in a ſmaller Or oreater number of . 


articles, makes no difference in the conſti- 


tutional 
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tutional principle. IF: it violated our in- 


dependency in one caſe, it would be equally : 
a violation of it in the other. But it is a 
violation of it in neither. The objection, 
that if we refuſe to adopt the Britiſh law”. 


we ſhould loſe the benefit of this agree- 


ment, applied with more weight to the 

condition of 1780, becauſe Great Britain 
gave us then 1 more than ſhe bas now to 
grant. 


WIEN 1 refle&, how. long Scotland had 


endeavoured to obtain from England the 
protection of her navigation laws and the 
benefits of her colony trade that, what i is 
now offered to be permanently granted to 
Ireland without any infringement of her 
rights of legiſlation; could not be purchaſed 
by Scotland without the ſurrender of her 
legiſlative ſovercignty ; when I reflect with 
what effuſions of public gratitude we receiv- 
ed that very boon, which ſome of us ſeem 
now to diſdain and ſpurn; and how carefully 
and iner it had been cheriſhed 


by 


70 


by our legiſſature in the acts of every 
I, ſucceeding ſeſſion , 1 view with amazement 


the wonderful re volutions of human ſenti- 


ments, and conſider the conſtitutional; jea- 
louſy ariſing from the propoſed ſyſtem of 
colonial legiſlation, as one of thoſe popular 


deluſions, which have too often inflamed 


the e and miſled the reaſons of men, 


- 


A FURTHER conflitutional objection has 
been made to that part of the Bill, which 
grants in perpetuity the ſurplus of our he- 
reditary revenue above 656,000), and to 
the ſupport of that grant by a ſuppoſed 
perpetual Revenue Bill. As to the grant, 
- = MW neceſſary to obſerve, that the guard- 
ing the ſeas had been a heavy expence to this 
kingdom as early as the reign of King Charles 
the firſt (4) At the reſtoration ſpecific 
duties were granted, and granted in perpe- 
tuity, * for the better guarding and de- 
« * fending of the ſeas againſt all perſons i in- 
8 * tending or that may intend the diſtur- 


(4) Strafford's Letters, vol. i. p. 68, 152. 
8 * bance 
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bande of the interrburfe of is trade of | 
this your Majeſty's realm, and for the | 
better defraying the neceſſary expences 
thereof, which otherwiſe cannot be ef- 
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li . fected without great charge; and for 


i * increaſe and augmentation of your 
T8 „„ Majeſtys revenue.“ (e) The probable a- 
mount of the propoſed grant for many | 
years to come would be far inferior in va- 
1 le to one year's amount of the duties 
1 os granted by that act, and granted in the 
mii place for this ſpecific purpoſe. This 
' LE part of the Bill would provide for the ſame 
i e 8 ſervice with more &conomy, and with 
i Eo: much better effect. When 1 fay with 
| much better effect, 1 ſpeak from experi- 
ence. In the late war frigates were ſta- 
tioned off the coaſt of Scotland to protect 
| the trade of that country. 1 preſented a 
B 50 memorial from Cork to the then admini- 
11 3 on ſtration of Ireland, praying that the ſame 
4 attention ſhould be ſhewn to the ſouthern : 
: and weſtern coaſts of this kingdom. 1 was 
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not able to . But when” this navy 
becomes the navy of the empire, to the ſup- 


port of which Ireland contributes, it would . 
be Iriſh as well as Britiſh ; and there could 
be no longer a foundation for any diſtinc- 

tion. Our contribution would center a- ; 

| mong ourſelves, and would encourage our i 

induſtry, by the inveſtment of our quota in 


N our own manufactures. 25 


As to the ſecond . to this part 
of the Bill, the fact has been miſapprehend- ES 
ed. It is no part of the Bill that this grant 
ſhould be ſupported by a perpetual Revenue 
bill. It would have been ſupported with : 

| good f faith; but, like the reſt of our reve- 
nue, by conn bills in aid of the acts of 
exciſe and cuſtoms, which are now perpe- 


tual. 


Ir has been objected in a neighbouring 
; kingdom, that the grant of this ſurplus is a 
diminution of the royal power and pro- 
perty. It certainly is ſo, and has juſtly 


C2 and 
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and liberally been conceded, to ſtrengthen 
the whole empire by a great commercial 


adjuſtment | between theſe two countries. 


But to ſtate this part of the Bill as an in- 
croachment on the rights or power of par- 


liament, or as weakening or limiting the 
freedom of the conſtitution, is a ſtrange = 
perverſion of the moſt obvious tendency 
8 and effect, of a regulation calculated to 


promote the manfactures, protect the com- 


merce, ſtrengthen the conftitution, and 
| provide for the defence of the nation. 


As tocbjeftions made, on conflitutional. 


principles, to thoſe parts of the Bill that 
relate to the Britiſh Eaſt India Company, 


I ſhall conſider them more fully when I 
come to the commereial parts of the ſubject, 
to which they properly belong. I will only 


ſay in this place, that I conſider thoſe parts 
of the propoſed agreement as an exchange, 
by mutual conſent, of a commerce which 
exiſts in theory only, and which may never 
be productive, for a certain immediate and 


ad van- 


r 


( 21 * 


— commares to a grout empire 
in that part of the globe, and to Great Bri- 
tain, neither of which we can acquire 
without ſuch an exchange; and, this poſ@ 
ſible commerce being reaſſumable at our 
pleaſure by parting with the conſideration 
given for it, and as we barter commerce 
for commerce and not commerce for con- 
ſtitution, that no objeQion of a conſtitu- 
tional nature can juſtly apply to thoſe pa- £ 
regraphs of the Bill. 


1 CANNOT Iiſhover | in any of thols in- 
ſtances che ſmalleſt particle of legiſlative - 
power gained by Great Britain or loſt by 
Ireland. The former has always made laws 
to regulate the trade with her colonies and 
ſettlements in Africa and America; by this 
agreement ſhe is to continue to do ſo. 
The Iriſh legiſlature now follows thoſe 
ns laws, and has declared by ſeveral of her 
ſtatutes that it is reaſonable to do ſo. Af- 
ter this agreement, ſhe will continue to 
follow them as long as ſhe thinks it 


reaſon- : 


a) 


| reaſonable. . But, when this event halt 
ha ve taken place, Great Britain in making 
thoſe laws muſt conſider, what regulations 


ones appear equal to the Iriſh legiſlature, or ſhe 
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hazards the continuance of this agreement. i 
What legiſlative power is Ireland to loſe ? 
When a Bill ſhall be brought into either 
of our houſes of parliament, relative to the 
Britiſh Colonies or to the four articles from 
the American States, ſhall we not ha ve the 
fame power over that as over every other 
Bill? Can we not amend any part, or re- 
jet the whole? Can we not ay, the re- 
ſtraints and benefits are not equal, or 
though they are equal they are not wiſe, 
and they ſhall not be the law of Ireland ? 
But then you riſk the agreement—ſo \ would ; 
the Britiſh legiſlature, if ſhe made any law 
relative to her colonies and ſettlements, 
which the Iriſh legiſlature ſhould think 
unjuſt, But the determination of the agree- 
ment would not neceſſarily follow our va- 
rying or rejecting their Bill; for by the 
e aan unt the diſlatisfaction of 
the 
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the Britiſh logiſtatorerin oſt be Ain deckirod. 


If our conduct ſhould be founded on juſt . 
grounds, it is not improbable that no ſuch 
diſſatisfaction would be declared, but that 

wiſe and moderate men might ſuggeſt ſome 
expedient, or recommend ſome middle 
| courſe. that would be agreeable to both 
countries, and that the Britiſh legiſlature 
would vary or change its law. But, it is 

ſaid, you could not originate the Bill. In 
_ reſpe to the Britiſh colonies and ſettle- 
: ments, no man could be ſo unreaſonable 
as to deſire it; as to foreign colonies and 
the four enumerated articles, our right _ 

Wo originate would be unqueſtionable. I ſpeak | 

of the right, not of the exerciſe of it, the 


prudence of which muſt depend on the « oc 
caſion. 


Ir Great Britain neither gains nor Ire- 


land loſes any power of legiſlation, where 


is the! injury to our independence? Where 
is the bridle that is to be thrown, it ſeems, | 


over the neck of the high ſpirited ſteed ? 


It is held out, not by thoſe who offer, but by 
thoſe 


(#4) 
| thoſe who would ſcare him from his proven- 
| der. 8 


| THEREFORE : thought and ill think, 
; that there was no good reaſon on conſti- 
tutional grounds againſt the introduction © 
of the Bill; for which introduction I voted. 
Conſidering the ſubjeci in its true light, 
as merely commercial, 1 thought that there 
were ſtrong reaſons to induce even thoſe, 
who objected to ſome of the commercial 
regulations of the Bill, to vote for liberty 
10 bring it in. 4 commercial ſettlement 
between the two kingdoms 1 is acknowledg- 
ed by every reaſonable man to be much 
wanted ; and how this can be obtained, | 
without temperate difcuſſion, and the com 
munication to each other of the points in 
which they agree, and of thoſe in which 
they differ, I cannot comprehend. In the 
accompliſhment of the Britiſh union many 
_ delays and differences in opinion had ariſen. 
Though the commiſſioners, appointed for 
that Propoſe under the authority of the 


parlia- bs 


| parliaments of both kingdoms, had on both 
ſides ſigned and ſealed the articles of union, > 


pet the Scotch parliament made many im- 


portant alterations, which were adopted by 55 

the Engliſh parliament. In the proceedings 

to eſtabliſh a commercial union between 
| GreatBritain and I reland difficultics and dif- : 
ferences : in opinion muſt neceſſarily | have | 


ariſen among men of the beſt intentions. 


Our propoſitions have been altered by the 
Britiſh Houſe of Commons; their reſolu- 
tions have been altered by the Lords of 
| Great Britain ; and theſe alterations were 
adopted by the Houſe of Commons of that 
| kingdom. In the progreſs on the Iriſh bill 
the fulleſt diſcuſſion was intended. Every 


objection would have been heard, and oy 
well-founded objection doubtleſs muſt hay 


been allowed, and every proper en - 


made. Nothing final during this ſeſſion 
was ever in contemplation. A great length 


and variety of examination muſt have pre- 
| ceded the ſettlement of the ſchedule of 


duties and regulations. This ſchedule muſt 
— ACE have 


1 
have been laid before our two Houſes of 
: Parliament i in the next ſeſſion for their ap- 
probation; and, after all this had been done, 
nothing could have been concluded, until 2 


the Irith parliament had declared its ſatiſ⸗ 
faction in the acts of the Britiſh legifla- 


ture. 


uw Bill offecet to Ireland many com- 

mercial advantages of the moſt important 
nature. It ſecured for ever the linen trade 
of this kingdom. The agreement, effec- 
: tually to favour our manufactures, would 
have been of great value to us. The en- 


couragement, which it gave 1 to our fail-cloth Eh 


manufacture, would have occaſioned an an- 
nual profit to a very great amount. The 
perpetual ſupply of rock ſalt would have 
been uſeful to our victualling trade and 
5 fiſherics; of bark to our manufacture of 
leather; and of coals to all our manufac- 
tures. The perpetual exemption of this 
| laſt article from duty on the export to Ire- 
and would have been a great and peculiar 
advantage 


(9 
advantage to our manufaQurers. The in- 
habitants of Great Britain pay for their 
con coals, from port to port, five ſhillings 
the chaldron. An i intention has been men- 
tioned not long ſince to tax this commo- 
dity at the pit. If this Bill had paſſed, the 
tax would be drawn back, and this king- 
dom ſecured againſt any impoſition, which 
the neceſſities of Great Britain may induce 
| her to lay on the export of this neceſſary 15 
article. If Great Britain had not given — 
late years the ſtrongeſt proofs, that ſhe is 0 
not diſpoſed to look to times of . 
rality, for precedents to govern her conduct 
in reſpect. to her ſiſter kingdom, it would 
not be prudent to mention, that Engliſh 
| 5 coals came formerly to Ircland under a duty Ss 


of four ſhillings the ton, 8 on the ex- 
. port by an n Engliſh. act . wy 


1 8 aut the 5 circuitous colony 5 
ng from Ireland to Great Britain would I 
have been highly uſeful to this kingdom. e 1 


5 Carte's Life of Duke 5 Ormond, vol. i. p. 9 
7 and 
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and particularly t. to the city of Cork. T 
thought the opening of the Britiſh markets 
to our manufactures would be, in one re- 

ſpect, of the utmoſt importance to this 
kingdom, Imean by the re- exportation of 
Iriſh manufactures from Great Britain with 0 
. drawback of all duties: and, if this opi- 
nion is well founded, we ſhould conſider 
the advantages of having our manufactures 
exported to all parts of the world, by the 
capitals and credit of Great Britain. By 

-".- . aſſiſtance our linens to a great amount 
are re-e? ported from England; and this 

aſſiſtance has ever been one great ſource of : 
the proſperity of that manufacture. Un- 
der the propoſed agreement, all our other 
manufactures would have been re· exported : 
from thence equally free from duty. 


Tn ar the Britiſh markets would have pro- 
duced conſequenees ſo extenſive in favour of 
| Ireland, as her principal manufacturers af 
firmed, it is not my opinion. That Ireland 
would have been materially benefited by 
it in ſome of her manufactures, I entertain. 
no 


(7 
tio doubt. And, whenever Great Britain 
can lighten the taxes on her manufaQures 
and on the materials of them, which muſt 
naturally be one of her firſt objects when 
ber circumſtances permit, this part of the 
_ propoſed agreement would effectually open 
the beſt, the neareſt, and the moſt certain 
markets in the world to Ireland; and 
would promote the moſt beneficial. of all 
trades, becauſe the whole profits would 
belong to the ſubjects of the ſame empire, 
and becauſe a capital employed im a home 
; trade, which this may be juſtly conſidered, Fo 
may be ſent out and brought back many 
times, before the capital employed in a fo- 
teign trade has made one return; which 
muſt be peculiarly advantageous to a coun- 
try deficient in capital, and would et the 
1 fame time be attended with all the advan- 
tages of foreign trade, by increaſing the 
quantity of ſpecie and the number of ſhips 
and ſeamen, 'The re-export of our mann = 
5 kacturés from Great Britain enſures their 
Y Sa _ admiſſion 


(300 


| admiſſion Wbere per Britiſh are received, 
and baffles the Ungeterous policy of Por- 
tugal. 


In all thoſe particulars the advantages 


are on our ſide; and, if we heſitate whe- 
ther to accept or not the colonial and do- 
meſtio markets of Britain on terms equally | 
| beneficial with herſel f, I will venture to 
tell you that no nation in Europe, which 
had no colonies of her own, would follow 
your example. If this part of the ſubject 
admitted no doubt, the queſtions then for 
the conſideration of our Houſes of Parlia- 
= ment would have been, whether they 
thought it reaſonable and juſt to agree to 
the parts of the Bill, that related to the | 
Eaſt India trade, and to the prevention of 


* 


prohibiting the export to Great Britain of 
our yarn. The firſt of theſe conſiderations | 
would ha ve depended on the evidence of 
our merchants, as to the parts of the Eaſt 
which were open to us, for no European 
ſettlement there would admit us; whether . 


we 


„ 
we had ſufficient capitals to carry on that 
trade; and whether any probable future 
advantages (for preſent there are none, as 
we have never ſent a ſhip there, though 
at full liberty ſo to do during the laſt ſix 
| years) were of ſufficient weight to prevent 
a commercial ſettlement between the two 
kingdoms, in which Great Britain offers 
you acceſs to all her markets foreign and 
domeſtic, on the fame terms with herſelf ; 
with a covenant on her part effeQually to 
favour every article of your growth pro- 
duce or manufacture, materials f from foreign 
countries excepted, which are to be import- 
ed in both kingdoms duty free ; and in 
which ſhe offers an export of your manu- 
factures with all duties drawn back, through 
the medium of her Company, to her Eaſt 
Indian territories, by which channel alone 
ſhe can convey her own manufaQures thi- 
ther—the benefit of whatever revenue ſhall 
ariſe on India goods ſent to Ireland, or a 


drawback on the exportation from unn 


Britain, Which would give them to us free 


of 
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the event of a diſſolution of the Company; 
in which Company, during its continuance, 
you have an equal right with Britons of 
becoming adventurers; and from which you 
can purchaſe the produce of the Eaſt * 
an open market and at a public auction, hs 
on the ſame terms with your fellow - ſub⸗ 
jects of Great Britain, and on cheaper terms 
than at any other market. 
2 Tagss ſeveral circumſtances appeared to 
me to have been worthy the conſideration of 
the Houſeof Commons; which, after having 
been fully informed on this ſubjed, would 
have been more competent to determine, 
| whether we ſhould or ſhould not, in favour of 
the Britiſh Eaſt India Company, and in con- 
ſideration of the other commercial benefits 
propoſed to us, impoſe this limitation on our 
commerce, determinable at the diſcretion 
of our two Houſes of Parliament; which, 
while we allowed it to continue, would 
ha ve P laced Ireland in preciſely the ſame 


circum- 


of all duties and an _ trade with 
Great Britain in her poſſeſſions in India, in 


— — — . — — 
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cixcuplances with ey very part of Seas 
Brizzin, London excepted. 


r 


e injurious 1 to the 1 8 5 . of oo 
our riſing commerce, it ought to have been 
and unqueſtionably would have been re- 
: jected. If it had appeared, that, without 
| prejudice | to ourſel ves, We could ha ve 
ſtrengthened the aff on which our ſiſter 
: kingdom leans i in the day of her adverſity, 
= what generous Iriſhman would have with- 7 
held his concurrence. But if this part of . 
the Bill, inſtead of imaginary proſpects, in 
the place of commercial viſions, offered us 
ſome immediate real and ſubſtantial bene- 
fits, the choice would not have been diffi- T 
cult to make. 


Tur agreement not to prohibit the 2 
portation of our yarn would be an engage - 
ment nat to relinquiſh a beneficial and pro- 
fitabie part of our commerce; beneficial 
and profitable to the whole kingdom, but 
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to Munſter in n : it would be an 
| agreement not to do what we ſhall never 
do, though no ſuch agreement exiſted 
When it is conſidered that Ireland gains 
by this export above 340,000/ yearly (g/ 
that it is a manufacture, though an imper- 
fleet one, which employs great numbers of = 
- our people for whom it would be difficult 
to find any other employment ; it ſeems to 
bea propoſition almoſt ſelf-evident, that the 
exportation ſhould never be prevented byany 
other means, than by giving every poſſible 
4 ; encouragement to our own people to manu- 
facture it at home, the only rational and 
| effectual means of preventing the our: 5 
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Bur it is objeQted, that Great Britain 


prohibits the exportation of her yarn, and 
that there 1 is no equality i in our agreeing not 
to prohibit. F anſwer, that the policy of 
that nation in this reſpect has been con- 
demned by perſons of great. commercial in- 


(8) As a medium of J years, ending; 25th March | 


I 178g, it amounted to 348 927, St: od. 


forma- 


formation; that theſe prohibitions were laid 
on to gratify the manufacturers of that 
country, who have been ſometimes much 
miſtaken in their opinions on this ſubjeR. 
In 1698 they petitioned that the importa- 


z tion of all worſted and woollen yarn from 


Ireland ſhould be prohibited, and repre- 
ſented that the poor of England were pe- 
riſhing by this importation; and in 1739 (0 
they petitioned againſt taking off the du- 
ties on thoſe articles from Ireland to Eng- 
land; but now they inſiſt that it ſhould 

> made a part of this agreement that the 
15 exportation from Ireland to Great Britain 
ſhould never be prohibited —a caution to 
manufacturers not to be too confident in 
their preſent opinions, and to the public, 
not to give way to ſuch opinions without 
hearing proofs or reaſons. As to equality, 
it is to be eſtimated by the ſum of advan- 
tages o on each ſide, and not by a compari- 


(46 ) Fogliſh Comm. Journ. Commercial Reftraints: 
page 115. a IE 
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ſon of each article Ebeteh. Thus Britath 
gives bounties on Iriſh linen exported from 
her ports, but we de none on Britiſh ex- 
ported from ours. In yarn. the inequality | 

is merely nominal. In coals the equality 
is but nominal, and the whole advantage 
is in the Iriſh ſcale. | 


IN theſe and other articles the exerciſe 


K the legiſlative power would be refrained 
= in this kingdom during the continuance of , 
the agreement; afid in many articles ſimi- 
lar reftraints would be impoſed on the Bri- : 
tiſh legiſlature ; 3 but without ſuch reſtraints | 
no commercial agreement could ever be 
framed between two independent legiſla- 
tures. RNeſtraints of the ſame nature made 
A part of our propoſitions, which were 
almoſt unanimouſly agreed. to, and were 
never conſidered as ſubverſive of conſtitu- 55 
tional rights. Limitations, which ariſe out 
of the power of the legi lature, ad depend N 
for their duration. on the fame power, 
are not arguments againſt but the olcareſt 


proofs 


pic in pag of 1 independ- 
ence. Agreements to direct the channels in 
which trade ſhall flow, or to commute the 


barren ſpeculation of a poſſible diſtant 
trade, which is open to us but which we 
are not now able to enjoy, and perhaps 


: may never be worth our having, for a be- 


|  nefcial trade which 1 18 not open to us, and 
which we may acquire by the ſuſpenſion 
of an uſeleſs right reaſſumable at our plea- 
ſure, would not be a relinquiſhment but 
an enlargement of commercial freedom, and 
a juſt and conſtitutional exertion of legiſ- 
lative power for falutary purpoſes. | Let 
us apply this reaſoning to the Eaſt Indian 
commerce. Vou ha ve no liberty of trade 
with the Britiſh empire in India. Great 
Britain offers you an export of your manu- 


| factures to thoſe countries from Great Bri- 


tain and Ircland, on the {ame terms with 
her own, through the medium of her Eaſt 
India Company, to which ſhe limits her- 
ſelf. She offers you at the ſame tims her 
own markets in the ſame manner that ſhe 


enjoys 
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{lh if 1 enjoys them We ; but to this he an- 
= nexes a condition, that, while you think BH 
1 5 proper to enjoy thoſe benefits, you ſhould WM. 
3 5 agree not to trade to the few hoſpitable = 
ſhores, that will receive you between the 
| 3 Cape of Good Hope and the Streights of | 
1 LEE Magellan; and that, when you chooſe to 
_ relinquiſh. that profitable liberty of trade 

which ſhe offers and which you have not, 

you may then reaſſume that unproductive 5 
liberty of trade, which you have now in 


my only. 
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8 Ds Sour of the commercial regulations of 
| N n this Bill have been miſunderſtood, I mean 
1 ö C which relate to bounties, and the 
i | | : 58 breweries. | Gs ot 
1 + ; 2 As to the firſt the Bill directs, that 
0 3 all bounties, e except ſuch as are in the na- 
Ih | tutte of drawbacks or compenſations for 
| 85 | duties paid, on any articles to Great Bri- 
tain, ſhall ceaſe, with an exception of corn 
malt flour and biſcuit; that no bounty 1 
or 


or Hibs a Britiſh ads: or Sthanont, or 
to the Eaſt Indies, ſhall be payable in Ire- 
land, unleſs in caſes where a ſimilar bounty 
is payable in Great Britain; with an ex- 


| eption when fuch bounty is in the nature 
— drawback or compenſation for duties 


paid. The bounties to her own ſettlements 


Great Britain has a right to regulate. ; The 


5 ceaſing of all bounties on articles from Ire- 
land to Great Britain is followed by her 
Bill as to bounties from Great Britain to 
Ireland, to prevent a war of bounties, which 
would be hurtful to both countries. The | 
bounties, payable in this kingdom to en- 
courage the ſale of our manufactures in 
our own markets, or on exportation to fo- 
reign States not Britiſh colonies or ſettle- 
| ments, are in no ſort reſtrained. 


THE parts of the Bill relative to boun- 
ties, which are highly advantageous to Ire- 

land, have been perverted into objecdions 5 
againſt the Bill. A proof of the great uti- 
lity of thoſe regulations is to be found in 
the 
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the fate of the ſail-cloth manufacture. It 5 


flouriſhed before the Britiſh bounty. It 
was ruined by that bounty. It will flouriſh 
again by the withdrawing that bounty; 
and, by the preference given to it by this 
Bill over foreign in the Britiſh navy, by 
* other encouragements Which it is to 
receive in the out-fit of Britiſh and colony 


wes dk & 


ſhips i in being conſidered. as Britiſh, and by 


the export to India, will flouriſh in a far 


greater degree than at any other period, 
and will become one of our maſt important ; 
branches of manufacture. 


- In reſpect t to che breweries, we could 
have been gainers by the propoſed agrec- 
ment, as the duty on Britiſh beer, now 

4s. 1d. would have been then 25 44. the 
barrel. 


I THOUGHT thoſe Sine matters 
vrere proper ſubjects for inveſtigation; that 
- this Bill, which related to them, ſhould be 
brought in and printed and diſperſed thro' 

the 
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py the kingdom; that our merchants and ma- 
1 nufaQurers ſhould be examined to every 
part of it; and that not a ſtep ſhould have 
been 2 in it without ſeeing our way 
5 clearly, and without the concurring ſenſe 
of the trading part of the nation. I did not 
think myſelf at liberty even to debate the 
commercial parts of the Bill, before the 
commercial evidence of Ireland was heard; 
but Jam forced by the moſt unfounded od fy 
malicious miſrepreſentation to mention my 
: preſent ſentiments, with the readieſt diſ- 
5 poſition to change any of them on better 5 
information, but with the firmeſt diſdain 
of groundleſs clamour. 
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| Ox thoſe principles I voted for the in- 
troduction of the Bill. Had it appeared, 
on the introductory ſtatement of it, to ha ve 
contained any thing derogatory to the in- 
dependence of our legiſlature, or that could 
ha ve juſtly raiſed a doubt of that kind, * 


would have voted either againſt the in- 
troduction, or for the immediate rejection 
of it. 

F 7 MIKE 
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Maxy of my Ae citizens petitioned 
againſt the reſolutions of the Britiſh par- 


liament. I ſtated their petition more fully 
than petitions are uſually ſtated. 1 was 
not called upon to give my opinion on 
thoſe reſolutions. As to the legiſlati ve 
rights of Ireland, the addreſs of the Britiſh 
Lords and Commons to the throne has de- | 
clared their ſenſe; and the Bill of the Bri- 

tiſh Houſe of Commons has ſpoken moſt 


explicitly and decidedly on that ſubject. 


The Iriſh Bill differs materially from thoſe 5 


nien, and contains many new pro- 


viſions. in favour of our conſtitution. and 


5 commerce. I ſpeak of that Bill for the i in- 
f troduction of which I voted ; and on the | 
ground of that Bill I will maintain this 
poſition againſt any man.— That it neither 
ſurrenders nor im pairs, nor promiſes or en- 
: gages. or tends in any reſpect to impair, 
the independence of the legiſlature of Ire- 
land ; but that on the contrary it expreſly 
1 to this and all ſucceeding parlia- 


ments the full exerciſe of legiſlative rights, 


in all acts of legiſlation whatever; and gives 


8) 


to our Houſes of Parliament a greater power 
than any Hopſes of Parliament ever had =D 
before, by placing 1 in their hands, without 
the royal aſſent, the repeal of a legiſlative 
agreement. 


Con SIDER i preſent ſtate * NY Bri- 
tiſh empire. Survey your own country, ; 
with an honeſt pride, as a moſt important 5 
part of that empire; conſcious of your 
own weight i in the general ſcale, be not too 
prone to ſuſpeR, that any Engliſh miniſtry 
would be mad enough to invade your liber- 
ties, or to impair either your commercial 
or conſtitutional rights. What is now the 
neceſſary object of Britiſh councils? To 
ſtrengthen and connect the remaining parts 
of the empire. What are the principal 
means of effecting this? Multiplying the 
reſources, increaſing the wealth, promoting 
the population and induſtry, and eſtabliſh- 
ing the tranquility and contentment of 
Ireland. No two countries on the globe 
are more neceſſary to the happineſs of each 
other than thoſe two iſlands, The man, 
F 2 . Who 
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who conſiders them as adverſaries and not 
ag partners in commerce, is not a judicious 
friend to either. The man, who attempts 
to ſerve one at the expence of the other, 
would injure both. What is the obvious 
vwiſh and intereſt of the enemies of the Bri- 
tiſh empire? To ſeparate theſe two king- 
| doms. Firſt to weaken and diſunite the | 
Britiſh empire, and then to ſubvert it. 
£ WW hat would become of the liberties of Ire- 
land then Counteract your enemies, co- 
ope crate with your friends, and conſolidate : 
the ſtrength of the two kingdoms on ſuch 
terms, as ſhall appear to be of equal advan- ? 
tage to each, a 


Ler me aſſe any 11 my fello: w-citizens 


fome few plain queſtions. | Have we fince 
1779 to this time followed Britiſh laws, by 
laying the ſame duties on all colonial pro- , 
duce, foreign as well as Britiſh? Have 
you felt any commercial or conſtitutional . 
prejudice by this? Do you think it reaſon- oo 
ible. thas Great Britain ſhould allow you 1 _ 

bring into her ports the produce of foreign 
; enlavics whilſt ſhe prohibits herſelf from 


doing 
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doing ſo? Have not her colonies been the 
great ſource of her ſuperior commerce and 
maritime ſtrength? Would you promote 
the trade and navigation of Great Britain, 
and in effect of Ireland, or of foreign nati- 
ons? Would you ſtrengthen the fleet which 
protects, or that which may be deſtined to 
invade you? Is there any country, the trade 

: to which 1 is more valuable to Ireland, than 

: her trade with the reſt of the world ? Is 
Not Grea: Britain that country ? Can more 
effectual means be deviſed for promoting 
your trade, than by extending the moſt 
valuable part of it? Was not this the ob- 


ject of our propoſitions, and is not this the 
objea of our bill! 1 


Wu r would you have? To remain 
as we are. How, would you have Bri- 
tons keep their markets ſhut againſt you, - 
| whilſt you keep your markets open 0 
5 them? Shall they ſupply you with colony 
: produce, and refuſe to receive it from you? 
Is this equality of commerce or conſtitution? 
Give us ſimilar prohibitions or prohibitory 


duties 
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Sede Are you inclined to bring your 
linens within this rule, and can you juſtly 
expect that Great Britain ſhould encourage 
your ſtaple manufaQure, with prejudice to 
her own in other countries, if you diſcou- 
rage hers ? Are you aware, that every pro- 
= tection to a manufacture by a duty, which 
excludes a better or a cheaper manufacture 
10 of the ſame kind, is, to the amount of the 
; difference in price, a tax on every other 
manufacture, and every other man in the 
community who buys the protected manu- 
facture? Do you prefer a ſyſtem of mutual 
5 prohibitions, that tends to protect idleneſs . 
or ignorance in both kingdoms, to a ſyſtem 


$ that ſets up the induſtry and {ill of each 


nation as an example and ri val to the other? 
5 Vou certainly feel no daſtardly repugnance 
to this noble emulation? Do you prefer 


excluſion to comprehenfion ; j reciprocal re- 


ſtraints, prohibitions, perpetual jealouſies, 
and ill-will, to the mutual intercourſe of 
kindne oſs and encouragement, which bids 
the mixing commerce of the two kingdoms 


roll! in one common flood? 
THERE 
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a rg FT as. is no kindneſs, you ſay, i in the 
* attempt to exclude us from a trade to the 
Faſt (i). Is there none in offeringyou atrade to 
her extenſi ve dominions there? Does ſhe give 
greater liberty to the inhabitants of Great 

; Britain ? Which | Is moſt valuable, the trade - 
ſhe offers, or that of which ſhe propoſes to you 
ſtill to ſuſpend the exerciſe? If the exchange 

18 in your favour, 1 18 there any thing diſho- 
nourable in accepting of it? or any thing 
indecorous in propoſing it? Would you 
have her violate her national faith, and 
diſſolve her India Company? No, you ſay, 
that expectation would be unreaſonable Ss 
and unjuſt. Tell me then what can ſhe 
offer more than ſhe now propoſes to you, 
either whilſt that Company exiſts, or in the 
event of its diſſolution? I aſk you but 
one queſtion more. Does Great Britain 
poſſeſs in any one part of the globe any 


0 The moſt valuable part of that trade, ich con- 
ſiſts in teas, we have already relinquiſhed in favour of = 
the Britiſh Eaſt India Company, without murmur, though = 
without any equivalent. We are now offered an equiva- 

| lent, for what we have, in effect, already conceded with- 

out any. = | | 


one 


— 


= EI — — —— 11 er - — 
whe 4.» - 7 — 1 * ho A . 


* yo 3 wa 2 1 . — — 
2 PP 
<w _ — — —————— — 
_ — — — — 


NQ—y—U —ä—ñ—) A — 
Es 
— ah Y 


. >< 
a. — A — = 
w_ 1 8 


— — - — * — — . LS E — - 
—b "I OY 


ä—N— 2 — Lon ” _ - — 
— 2 — — 2 — — —ñ—ä—d — —„ — 
4 8 — — —— — —_— 
_— — 1 p - _— * 
2 2 3 l A r — 
- * ps = 7 


* — 
* — — — — — — ws 
* 


—U— — ** — — — — — — — Ped 


PRA 3 "4s 
\ "IF 
„ee 
* F 7 
, . 1. "© $8 - 


one article * free commerce w 12 
in her power to participate, which ſhe does 


able principles. : 
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not open as freely and beneficially to Ire- 


land as to herſelf ? And then conſider, my 
Fellow-citizens, what nation upon earth 
a has the wideſt and beſt regulatad * ol 


. commerce. 


In conſidering the Bill, examine the 


in every part of the globe, now or hereafter 


to be planted made or acquired, on equal 

If 
you diſapprove of the principles, reject the wo 
* you approve of the principles, go 5 
into the detail of the Bill; approve or 
dend or l according to your Judg- 
plied cooly to every diſtinct and 
ſeparate 


terms both directly and circuitouſly. 


eng 
„ 
. 

b be” ® 


ate ver, 


Fe: 


fundamental principles in the firſt place. 
What are they? 1ſt, To encourage and ex- 
tend as much as poſlible the trade between 
the two kingdoms, on permanent. and equit- 
adly. That the inhabi- 

tants of each ſhould trade to and from the 
Britiſh colonies ſettlements and dominions 


; 1 ie, part of this 8 ve ſyſtem. 
6 1 | : thi you will at with that wiſdom and 5 
temper Which become a great commercial 
city. Conſider whether any clauſe or ex- 
preſſion in it can have the moſt remote 
tendency to injure your conflitution, If 
you find any ſuch, reject it, whatever com- 
mercial benefits the Bill may offer. But = 
pray, let the clauſe be firſt read, and a little 5 
conſidered, and a little underſtood. ju * 
of it from the plain words of the text itſelf, 
and not from the brilliant paraphraſe of N 
eloquent commentators and let not every 
man, who thinks proper to beat on the 
ſpirit-ſtirring drum of the conſtitution, make 
5 you ſtart and tremble, and frighten "ou out 
of your wits. : 5 


L CERTAIN LY caſter myſelf account- 
| able to my conſtituents for my parliamen- 
tary conduct; but on great national queſ— 

tions it is my duty to think as well as to 

act for them. ] deſire only that they will 


read the Bill, make themſelves, as [ have 
: "0: . endea- 
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plicated ſubjecis which it "orpret OY 12 
then ſay, whether a member for the firſt 
trading city of Ireland, who was not un- 
verſed 1 in ſubjects of conſtitution and com- 
merce, would ha ve ated as became him, 
if he had voted that a fubject of this na- 
we ſhould not have been conſidered. 1 
have voted only that it ſhould be conſi- 


mullvnn of the many important 


dered; and was never more thoroughly 


convinced. that I never gave a vote of 
more beneficial tendency to the city of Cork; | 
and have no doubt that my conſtituents 
5 will hereafter view my conduct in this light. 
1 affectionately regard my fellow- citizens, : 
and there is nothing I value more than their 
eſteem, except the laſting intereſts and hap- | 
|  pineſs of them and their poſterity. - I deſire 
only that they may judge for themſelves, 
and of the Bill itſelf by its own merits ; and 
not view it through the medium of miſre- 
preſentation, which ſo many men in both 
| Kingdems have, c or think they have, an inte- 


reſt. 


) 


in placing between the public and the 


1 b 0 t for their 8 


Tur great principle of this Bill, namely 
equal freedom in each kingdom to the mer- 
chants and manufacturers of the other, has 
been long my decided opinion ( . When 
for your ſervice I endeavoured to give ſome 

light to this ſubjeR, I pointed out this in- 

equality as one of the juſt grounds of our 
commercial complaints. Are my Fellow. 

: citizens, after twenty-five years experience 

of my conduct as one of their repreſenta- 
tives, ſo little acquainted with my charac- 
ter, as to ſuppoſe me capable of expreſſing 

to the public the warmeſt feelings on the 
4 ſubject of their former oppreſſions i in trade, 


and that I ſhould now have any defign to 


renew thoſe grievances or to impair thoſe 
conſtitutional rights, which alone can pro- | 
tect them in the enjoyment of commercial 
freedom! Apply all the exertions of your 


knowledge and experience to this ſubject ; 


5 (+) See Commercia UR. PINES of Ircland, Letter g. 
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its: hiportingn 4 them all. S * 
yaur veteran, and let me add faith le 
preſentative, that any part of tin! 


injures your rights as merchants, manu» ; 
facturers, or freemen, and then ſee whether | 


| | any man will uſe more vigorous exertions 
N |: | | 5 hs your ſervice. | But confider it with that 133 
f | = temper and good ſenſe with which the con- 155 
1 Act of my Fellow- citizens has been uſually _ | 
| b ig marked ; and do not ſuffer it, before it has 

be hoon read or underſtood, to be encountered 
1 5 by violence and outrage. 


|} {82 e ee 1 haye the honour to be, 
hl. „„ EDS Dear Sir, 
3 your moſt faithful 

and obedient Servant, 


Jon Hrur Huren sox, 


4 . PelLurks ros, 
[2 5% eps der 1785. 
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